S8	THE   MEMOIRS   OF JACQUES   CASANOVA
The next day I went to church, and said to the priest in
a resolute voice: cThe moment I suffer from the slightest
symptom of fever I shall blow out your brains; now you
know what to do—lay a curse on me which will kill me
instantly, for if you try a lingering one I will surely do as
I say.'
Early on Monday morning the fafa came to see me. I
had a slight headache, but he hastened to assure me that it
was only the effect of a heaviness in the air peculiar to the
island of Casopo. I had no fever, needless to say; and
quietly pursued my usual routine, when one fine morning
the sentinel gave a cry of alarm; an armed sloop had ap-
peared in the bay, and an officer had landed. I called my
troop to arms, ordered my lieutenant to receive the officer,
who was accompanied only by a guide. Then buckling on
my sword I awaited his coming.
It was the Adjutant Minolto, who had executed the
order for my arrest.
cYou are alone/ said I; 'do you come as a friend?'
*I am obliged to come as a friend, I have not the neces-
sary force to come as an enemy. But the state in which I
find you is like a fantastic dream!'
cSit down, and dine with me.'
'With all my heart; after that we will leave together/
cYou will leave alone. I shall only leave here on the un-
derstanding that I am not to be arrested, and that I am to
have full satisfaction from that maniac, whom the general
ought to send to the galleys.'
'Be wise and come with me quietly. I am not able to take
you to-day, but when I have returned and made my report
I shall come back in such force that you will have to
surrender/
'But if I surrender I shall be treated more harshly than
if I had in the first instance obeyed the general's unjust
order.5
CI do not think so—but come with me and you will soon
know your fate.*

